     REGULAR MEETING

VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

August 11, 2026
A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on August 11, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the Morrill American Legion.  Notice about the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was always available for public inspection at the Village office from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.

Chairman Conrad presided and Clerk Schmidt recorded the proceedings.  Conrad directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, available in print form on the front table. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Steve Engleman, Joe Conrad and Kim Schledewitz.  David Purviance was absent from the meeting. 

Moved by Member Schledewitz and seconded by Member Purviance to approve the agenda with the removal of the Ordinance discussion on cats.
YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Schledewitz and seconded by Member Hart that the minutes from July 14, 2026, Regular Meeting and August 5, 2026, Special Meeting be approved with a correction to the August 5th meeting where it shows Trustee Hart voted no on two items when in fact he votes yea. YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Conrad to approve July 31, 2026, Treasurer’s Report. YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Chairman Conrad asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.
Discussion was held regarding expansion of the Library Hours. Library Director Elora Bleisch shared that she would like to extend the hours to Tuesday and Thursday all year round and open at 9:00 a.m. for story time and other activities.  She is currently able to achieve this goal without any additional expenses.  Moved by Member Schledewitz and seconded by Member Purviance to allow the expanded hours.  YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Conrad to approve the Easement Agreement and Preliminary Easement with Enterprise Irrigation.  YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve the Verizon Cell Tower Ground Lease Renewal.  YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Discussion was held regarding adding a handicap sign at the pool.  Clerk Schmidt will get with legal to draft a resolution for the September meeting.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Conrad to approve the new golf course rates effective 10/01/2026 for the 2026-2027 Fiscal Year.  YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Hart to approve the Village payment to Scotties Potties for the Fun Day at FoMo Park.  YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Pastor Johnny Wimberly shared that after the Village gave a donation in KENO Funds to the backpack program they were notified by the Oregon Trail Foundation, and they were awarded a grant in the amount of $10,000 and a private donation in the amount of $4,000.  

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Purviance to acknowledge an Updated Tort Claim from JNR Adjustment Company for Lumen Cables damaged at Kelley Bean for CenturyLink. YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Schledewitz and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the Resolution 26-13 for the Municipal Annual Certification of Program Compliance 2026 and Annual Certification Program Compliance to Nebraska Board of Public Roads Classifications and Standards 2026.  YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Discussion was held regarding monthly testing of fire sirens Year-Round through Region 22 Emergency Management and the Comm Center.  Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Conrad to opt out of the testing. YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Motion to waive the 3-Readings to Ordinance D- Salary Ordinance for 2026-2027 was made by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz.  YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Motion to adopt ordinance D-387 Salary Ordinance for 2026-2027 Fiscal Year was made by Member Schledewitz and seconded by Member Hart.  

ORDINANCE D-387
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE D-382

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES

FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF

THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL

YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows: Pete Cawiezel shared that he met with the members of the Rendezvous Committee, and they all agreed that this year was a tremendous success.  Pete shared that throughout the day Morrill’s park was filled with families, friends, and visitors enjoying everything the celebration had to offer.  From the early morning 5k run to the parade through town, there was something for everyone.  The 2026 numbers showed that there were 955 visitors.  The average time spent was 109 minutes and 49% of the people came from home.  11-1 was the peak time.  Some of the days highlights included the free community BBQ, a free swim day at the pool and an evening street advance that brought the celebration to a memorable close.  It was truly a day where neighbors came together, old friends reconnected, and new memories were made.  One sentiment heard repeatedly throughout the day was appreciation for Pete Cawiezel’s dedication to the celebration.  His involvement has helped make HCR one of the area’s signature annual events.  People commented that his passion for Morrill is evident in everything he does, and that his commitment has played a significant role in the success of not only HCR, but many other community events. Our family isn’t just in the community – we are the community.  We lead, we serve, and we support.  This year marked Pete’s 28 year helping organize HCR, a remarkable milestone that reflects nearly three decades of volunteer service and dedication to the community he loves.  As we reflect on another successful year, this quote serves as a fitting remind of what community is all about, “Let us put our minds together and see what kind of life we can build for our children.” Sitting Bull, circa 191.  Thank you to every volunteer, sponsor, participant and visitor who helped make the 2026 HCR another unforgettable celebration.  We look forward to seeing everyone again next year. Ria Rebman shared that My Town series will be here in Morrill from noon to 1 p.m. at the Rustic to start filming.  There also will be an event in the Gering Plaza from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday and we are fortunate to be the Series Premier for Season 3.  Pastor Johnny shared his favorite quote “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.” He reflects on this quote because look at what this small community can do.  He shared he has been a proud member for the past 12 years.  Johnny also shared the football kicks off on August 28th and that the food pantry is going very well and they are able to support the demand.

The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  

The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Hart to approve all claims as presented.
Village of Morrill Ref 200.00, 141.05,600.00, T Case Ref 180.00, R Helgerson Ref 58.95, Payroll 52164.74, 45067.82, 941 Taxes 13603.81, 11301.61, Credit Card Fees 39.10, 330.25, 45.85, State Farm Life Ins 297.00, Edward Jones Retirement 7581.00, Nebraska Department of Revenue Tax 4415.70, 18678.89, Village of Morrill Util 2739.35, Morrill Lion Backpack Program Don 10,000.00, Quadient Pstg 3.00, AT & T - 172.86, 209.75, Action Communications, Inc. - 20.73, Allo Communications - 859.52, Altec Industries, Inc. - 219.23, Amazon Capital Services - 738.47, 92.93, 20.00, 53.98, 272.82, 170.50, 58.97, 129.96, 185.24, 27.94, 161.12, Ameritas Life Insurance Company - 242.50, Attentive - 1032.00, Black Hills Energy - 973.53, Black Hills Energy - 48.81, Black Hills Energy - 461.38, Border States Industries - 482.30, 79.24, 155.10, Center Point Large Print - 1270.90, Century Business Products - 31.00, 113.26, 20.00, Centurylink Communications Inc - 66.69, Colonial Life - 1079.61, Contractors Materials, Inc. - 80.00, Crescent Electric Supply Co. - 110.83, Croell Redi-Mix, Inc. - 1238.00, Culligan Water Conditioning - 292.00, DL Foods - 130.25, Dearborn Life Insurance Company - 68.80, 68.80, Dutton-Lainson Company - 1590.94, Eakes Office Solutions - 71.81, Enviro Service, Inc. - 30.00, Fastenal - 239.43, Follett Content - 1571.12, Galls Incorporated - 80.15, 94.64, 11.88, Globe Life Liberty National Division - 323.88, 323.88,
Home Depot Credit Services - 13.97, Ideal Linen Supply - 96.10, 52.18, 34.97, 96.77, Ideal-Linen Bluff's
Facility Solutions - 95.00, 130.01, 55.52, Innovative Concepts - 2425.00, Intralinks Inc - 14.40, 125.00,
210.00, Irby Company - 97.98, 596.40, Janine Schmidt - 699.70, Jose Cantu - 87.35, Junior Library Guild -
1470.00, Kwik Stop - 768.46, M.E.A.N. - 119643.42, Magic Sudz - 100.00, Menards - 481.94, Mobius
Communications Company - 40.00, Morrill American Legion - 100.00, Morrill Hardware - 768.88, Morrill
Rotary Club - 159.00, Morrill Supply - 640.87, Municipal Supply, Inc. of Nebraska - 10557.77, 195.51,
National Sign Compny - 276.43, Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc. - 237.93, One Call Concepts, Inc. - 19.99,
PT Hose & Bearing - 99.96, 353.87, 353.74, Platte Valley Bank - Bond Payment - 5213.75, PowerManager
- 936.58, Quick Attach - 8462.75, R & R Products, Inc. - 205.50, 326.40, RCI Group II - 75.00, Sandberg
Implement Inc. - 73.14, Scotties Potties - 600.00, Scotts Bluff County Sheriff's Office - 600.08, 447.71,
56.45, Sheep Creek Rural Fire District - 2000.00, Simmons Olsen Law Firm PC - 2024.65, 500.00, Simon
- 90.92, Spic and Span Cleaners - 3020.00, Star-Herald - 229.07, 13.64, 21.27, 51.81, 14.73, Steve Law -
90.00, Tim's Electric - 105.00, Torrington Disposal Service - 140.00, 3138.88, 224.32, 12663.00,
Transwest Ford - 199.00, U-Save Mart - 1028.57, Verizon Wireless - 140.10, 187.48, Village of Morrill
Utility Deposit Acct - 200.00, Visa - 3447.55, WESTCO - 57.76, 13.32, WPCI - 237.00, Western Nebraska
Joint Water Board - 11167.50
YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on September 08, 2026, immediately following the Public Hearings Scheduled for 6:00 p.m.
The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz. YEAS: Conrad, Engleman, Hart, Schledewitz, Purviance. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
The meeting was then adjourned at 6:32 p.m.

/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ Joseph Conrad
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Chairman, Board of Trustees     
